
ICAR-DFR Celebrated Chrysanthemum Week (25th November 2017 to 1st December 2017) 

ICAR-Directorate of Floricultural Research celebrated chrysanthemum week to showcase the 

technologies specific to chrysanthemum for the benefit of all the stakeholders at its Hadapsar 

farm. The celebrations were successful with the active participations of academicians, farmers, 

nurserymen, traders and people associated with various arenas of floriculture. Dr. K. V. Prasad, 

Director, ICAR-DFR welcomed all to the occasion on different days of the week. The 

experimental farm has around140 named varieties from National Agricultural Research and 

education System, promising selections and mutated populations developed by ICAR-DFR. 

Celebrations began on 25th November 2017 with the visit of members from sister institutes of 

ICAR. Directors, Dr. S. D. Sawant (ICAR-NRCG) and Dr. Lakhan Singh (ATARI), Heads of 

Regional stations, Dr. G.K. Mohapatra (IARI-RS)Dr. S. Bilegonkar (IVRI-RC)  along with the 

staff of their institute visited the farm and gave their impressions and inputs for improvement. 

Nurserymen from the various nurseries in and around Pune visited the chrysanthemums on the 

second day. Some of them showed their interest in the dwarf types of chrysanthemums like 

Anmol, Lilliput, Ajay, Pusa Sona, Sadhabahawana etc as they have good scope for pot mums. 

The most important day of chrysanthemum week was the third day (28th November 2017) where 

the famers were invited and a farmer-scientist interactive session was organized. Almost 60 

farmers from villages Kusur, Narayangaon, Nirgudi, Vaishnavgad visited the farm and interacted 

with the scientists. Interactive session covered various aspects of chrysanthemum cultivation 

from propagation techniques, nursery management to plant protection measures. Farmers were 

requested to evaluate each variety according to their criteria and give inputs for incorporation in 

further varietal advancement programme. The officer in charge from KVK Baramathi Mr. Syed 

Ali, KVK Narayangaon, Mr. Temkar and representative from KVK Jalna also participated with 

farmers. A demonstration on establishment of beehives in flower field was organized in 

association with KVK, Baramathi with an objective of integrating bee farming system for 

doubling farm income. Members of AICRP on floriculture in Maharashtra at MPKV Gneshkhind 

visited the farm on 29th November and interacted with the scientists on varietal preferences and 

scope of chrysanthemum cultivation in Maharashtra. On 30th November students and faculty 

from College of Agriculture and Horticulture Pune including Dr. Rasal, Associate Dean, College 

of Agriculture, Pune and Dr. S. Masalkar, Associate Dean, College of Horticulture visited the 

farm to explore the possibility of taking up some basic studies for the PG students. Flower 

traders and members of Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee, Pune also visited the 

research plots of chrysanthemum. They gave valuable inputs on the market preferences of flower 

types and discussed with the scientific staffs regarding the issue of waste management of flower 

produce in the market. The Director DFR, enlightened them with various options to reduce 

flower waste with emphasis on value addition through essential oil, pigment and dye extraction. 

He suggested APMC, Pune to develop the proposed flower auction centre at Pune as an 

Integrated Auction Centre with facilities for essential oil, pigment and dye extraction. The event 

also attracted media coverage in Maharashtra. Over all the celebrations were ‘flowerfull’ with 

positive feedback from the stake holders in Floriculture.  



Directors and staff of ICAR institutes cherishing the chrysanthemum carpet spread over 

Hadapsar farm 

 

Field Day with Framers from adopted villages 

 

 



Farmers interacting with ICAR –DFR scientists regarding chrysanthemum cultivation 

 

Faculty from Agriculture College visiting Chrysanthemum field 

 



Members of AICRP floriculture and nurseries visiting experimental plots at Hadapsar farm 

 

Glimpses of ICAR DFR research farms at Hadapsar 

 



 

 


